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Special Achievement Awards: 
The Uniformed Services West Chapter will be taking nominations for 3 Special 
Achievement Awards for individuals we will be submitting to the American Academy of 
Pediatrics for presentation in 2017.    
 
 

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS FOR INDIVIDUALS 

Briefly highlight a maximum of 3 individuals total to be 

considered for an individual Special Achievement Award due to 

their work on a new and innovative project in the past year or 

for their lifetime achievement. 

Please do not nominate individuals from the previous year who 

received an award. District Chairpersons and District Vice 

Chairpersons are not eligible. 

. Include the reason that they should be considered for a 

Special Achievement Award as well as the exact wording that you 

would like to see on the certificate (30 words or less). 

. Individuals nominated must be a member of the Academy. 

. Please include the correct spelling and designation (ie, 

MD, MPH, FAAP) for each individual nominated. 

 

Deadline to submit nomination to Chapter President, Dr. Amy 

Thompson is Monday, 21 Nov 2016 at amy.m.thompson26.mil@mail.mil 

  

 
Presidents’ Messages: 
MAJ Amy Thompson, DO, FAAP 
 
Dear Uniformed Services West Chapter members, 
 
I hope this letter finds you doing well! We had an amazing educational and  
professional experience at the NCE in San Francisco recently. The Uniformed Services 
Section Meeting on Sunday 23 Oct was represented well by Pediatricians, family and 
friends from all services across the globe. We were honored to present the Pediatrician 
of the Year Award winners, and sponsor four residents from Tripler, Balboa, SAMMC, 
and Madigan with travel grant awards to attend the NCE this year. Congratulations to 
MAJ Elizabeth Simmons, LCDR Jennifer Eng-Kulawy, and Captain Jun Mendoza for being 
recognized by your supervisors and peers as stellar physician leaders who continue to go  
above and beyond for patients, the organization, and for our readiness mission  
in Military Medicine.  
 



 
             Captain Jun Mendoza and wife 
                                  Pediatrician of the Year Award – Air Force 
 
Also congratulations to resident Capt. Rebecca Parrish, LT Adrienne Hiatt, CPT Elliott 
Strube, and CPT Katie Beauregard for being nominated by your program directors to 
attend the meeting this year! 
 
I encourage everyone to invite your peers, subordinates, and colleagues to maintain 
their membership with the AAP. Being a member of the AAP is so important, not only for 
professional reasons as a Pediatrician, but also to remain part of an incredible network 
of compassionate Pediatricians across the country working towards a common goal. As 
an engaged AAP member you will be inspired to learn, grow, and stay relevant with the 
ever changing landscape of medicine. You will be able to serve your patients well as a 
provider who is connected to a greater professional body of Pediatric leaders dedicated 
to providing the best care in the world to children and adolescents. 
 
A leader's most important job is to develop other leaders. Leader's lift those  
around them to new heights by creating opportunities for others and inspiring  
excellence.  Keep leading strong wherever you are serving. Our profession's  growth 
depends on your passion and selfless service to the organization and those around you. 
Thank you for everything you do to serve children daily and congratulations again to our 
chapter's award winners. 
 

 
NCE 2016 reflections 
LTC Keith Lemmon, MD, FAAP 
Immediate-Past President 
 
Congratulations to CPT Mike Boechler, CPT Paul Heese, CPT Joan Choi, and CPT Matt 
Nestander for their excellent representation of MAMC Pediatrics at this year's Uniformed 
Services Pediatric Seminar held in conjunction with the AAP's National Convention and 
Exhibit in San Francisco.  CPT Heese's poster entitled School Based Health Centers for 
Military Adolescents-Access and Outcomes - won the third place award in the Leo 
Geppert category!!!   



 

 

 
                               CPT Paul Hess and LTC Keith Lemmon 
                Congratulations CPT Hess, 3rd place award in the Leo Geppert category 

 
 
Great job to all of these Madigan Scholars and to CPT Levi Strube for representing 
Madigan through the Uniformed Services West Chapter resident funding program. Great 
to see the next generation of Madigan Army scholar leaders making a difference and  
learning about the AAP!!  #AAP16 

 
 

   
                        CPT Mike Boechler proudly presents his poster 
 
 
 

Congratulations and Recognition 
 
On behalf of the Uniformed Services West Chapter we would like to extend our 
congratulations and recognize, LTC Jay Dintaman, MD, FAAP for his service as Secretary 



and Treasurer from 2013-2016.    Thank you for your above and beyond efforts and 
making a difference. 
 
 
2016 AAP National Convention and Exhibit in San Francisco, CA   
Oct 22-25 Residents Recap: 
 
 

Uniformed Services West Chapter: Resident Experience at 2016 AAP NCE 
CPT Katie Beauregard at Tripler Army Medical Center (TAMC) 

 
This year’s NCE was not only my first NCE, but my first national conference for any 
organization, and I had no idea what to expect when I arrived.  It was an amazing 
experience to be surrounded by people who had the same dedication to improving the 
lives of children.  The NCE really opened my eyes to what the AAP does, and how it 
works to advocate for the health and wellness of all children.  Getting to meet the 
program delegates from all of the residencies in District 8, was a great way to network 
and to see what challenges are most prominent in different parts of the country.  It was 
also great to meet people who are going through the same challenges of residency that 
we all go through as residents.  The USPS-lite program was an inspiring day.  It is 
amazing to see the work that our colleagues are doing around the world to help take 
care of our military kids.  It was great to meet some of the recent residency graduates, 
and to gain advice from them about what life after residency entails.  We are so 
fortunate to have such outstanding mentorship within military pediatrics.  The research 
that is happening in the different residency programs is impressive, and seeing the 
presentations was so motivating.  I am so thankful for the opportunity to attend the NCE 
and to meet so many outstanding pediatricians, and I hope to be able to go back next 
year! 

 
Uniformed Services West Chapter: Resident Experience at 2016 AAP NCE 

CPT Elliott Strube at Madigan Army Medical Center (MAMC) 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed my time at the 2016 AAP conference. The individual lectured, 
plenary sessions, and exhibition center were all amazing. Dr. Lustig’s Plenary session 
“Processed Food: An Experiment That Failed” and Dr. Brumbaug’s Plenary Session “The 
Colonization Imperitive: Establishment of the Infant Microbiome and Impacts on Health 
were very good. They were back to back and of very different topics, but have a 
commonality at their core; the importance of primary prevention in general pediatrics. 
These sessions as well as the other specific topics had that common theme underlying 
the teaching points.  
 
I really enjoyed the specific sections I attended including the Uniform Services and 
neonatology. It was impressive to see the depth of research projects that are ongoing in 
both sections. My residency program, Madigan Army Medical Center, had several 
residents with poster presentations on varying topics including a case of neonatal 
neonatal surfactant deficiency leading to a bilateral lung transplant. 
 
San Francisco was a very busy city. It was fun to see the historic street cars and AT&T 
Park. A lot of people showed up for the 5k fun run.  



 
I really appreciate the APP chapter organizing and funding my trip. I feel proud to be a 
pediatrician in training and will continue attending APP events as the teaching, 
networking, and discussions were amazing.  
 
 
Uniformed Services West Chapter: Resident Experience at 2016 AAP NCE 

Capt Rebecca Parrish at San Antonio Uniformed Services Health Education 
Consortium (SAUSHEC) 

 
I had the privilege of representing SAUSHEC Pediatrics at the AAP National Convention 
and Exhibition as a program delegate thanks to sponsorship of the Uniformed Services 
West Chapter. As well as attending lectures on various topics of interest and 
participating in a ultrasound workshop, I spent a bulk of my time representing SAUSHEC 
Pediatrics at the Section on Pediatric Trainees (SOPT) and at the USPS Lite meetings.  
 
At the SOPT meeting, we discussed the restructuring of the SOPT governance system 
and our new 2016-2017 Advocacy campaign entitled, "Partnering For Resilience: The 
Learn, Empower, Connect campaign to reduce toxic stress." This year, the campaign will 
focus on toxic stress children endure and the effects of these constant hurdles as 
children grow older. In a three pronged campaign, SOPT with learn about the toxic 
stressors that children face and resources available within our communities so that we 
can empower and connect our patient's families with these valuable resources.  
 
USPS Lite was a more relevant and educational day for me geared towards topics more 
applicable to a military pediatrician. The day's events entailed various lectures on 
ultrasound, transitioning out of military medicine, and behavioral health access in the 
military as well as featuring top research projects and award recognitions. It was 
encouraging seeing such close knit relationships across multiple services and inspiring to 
hear all the accolades and work that is taking place within the military pediatrician 
community.  
 
My experience at NCE was both educational and motivating; I am looking forward to 
next year's NCE! Thank you again for helping me attend this incredible event! 

 
 

Uniformed Services West Chapter: Resident Experience at 2016 AAP NCE 
LT Adrienne Hiatt at Naval Medical Center San Diego (NMCSD) 

**pending future newsletter 

 
 
 
Resident CATCH (Community Access To Child Health) Corner 
LTC Thornton Mu, MD, FAAP 
 
USW Chapter members (both staff pediatricians and residents) are eligible to apply for 
CATCH (Community Access to Child Health) grants to fund their ideas that seek to 
improve access to care or target public health initiatives, to name a few examples.  
Additionally, we are looking for chapter members who are interested in increasing their 



participation with Chapter leadership activities and serving as a CATCH grant facilitator is 
a wonderful way to get involved. Please contact Thornton Mu with any questions, ideas, 
proposals, etc at thornton.s.mu.mil@mail.mil. 
 

 
Pediatric Research in an Office Settings (PROS)  
Deborah Ondrasik, MD, FAAP 
 
If you are interested in participating in PROS or have questions the Uniformed Services 
West Chapter PROS coordinator is Dr. Deborah Ondrasik and can be reached at 
dondrasik@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Chapter Grant Coordinator 
Norman J. Waecker, Jr., MD FAAP 

 
Research Grants: The Uniformed Services West Chapter has been managing research 
and training grants for our members for the past 10+ years. We have successfully 
helped several investigators by accepting research and grant funds through the USW 
Chapter. We have helped in the implementation and managing of these projects. All 
proceeds from the grants have remained in the chapter to assist with administering 
current grants and for helping chapter members with future opportunities. Anyone 
interested in more information can contact either the Chapter Grant Coordinator, 
Norman J. Waecker Jr. MD. MPH, FAAP, at either pedsid@cox.net, or our Executive 
Director, Ms. Elina Ly, at elina.h.ly.civ@mail.mil  
 
 

Do you Like us? 
You should! The US Chapter West is making some bold attempts at social media. Help 
boost our self-esteem. Join our Facebook Group:  Uniformed Services West Chapter 
– AAP or e-mail reneedlt@gmail.com to be added. Better yet…follow us on Twitter! 
@AAP_USW. We would really appreciate it. Please? Pretty please? 
 
 

 
 
 

Chapter Volunteer Opportunities 
 
If you are interested in Chapter volunteer opportunities please feel free to contact the 
Chapter administrative office.  Working together we can make our Chapter better and 
stronger. 
 
 

US West Chapter Administrative Office: 
 
 San Diego, CA 
 Phone:  619-532-5233  
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