
The Uniformed Services University’s Pediatrics Interest Group (IG) is an active, student-run 
organization. There are 4 student leaders: President 2LT Michael Clarion, Vice President ENS 
Paige Stateler, Treasurer/Secretary 2d Lt Kaitlin Beyrau, and AAP Delegate 2d Lt Erik Hunsaker. 
The Pediatric IG has participated in several activities over the past academic year, including 
lunch speakers, volunteer work, and connecting students with shadowing opportunities.  Every 
month or two, we host a lunch featuring a guest speaker who usually specializes in our current 
area of study.  For example, during our neurology module, we had the opportunity to hear from 
a pediatric neurologist.  Such discussions allow us to better understand particular fields within 
pediatrics, how pediatrics fits into the topics we are studying, and how to pursue particular 
specialties within the military.  We plan to host an event in the fall to introduce students to the 
AAP, including the benefits of AAP membership and advocacy opportunities.  

In addition, we started volunteering with Comfort Cases, which is a local non-profit organization 
in Rockville, MD. This incredible organization, founded by Rob Scheer, collects items such as 
school supplies, clothing, books, and special bags that each child can use to store his or her 
belongings.  As volunteers, we helped unpack hundreds of brand new duffel bags, break down 
boxes, and set the bags up for easy filling by the next round of volunteers.  We worked in 
tandem with pediatrics residents from Walter Reed, which also provided our group an excellent 
opportunity to meet the residents and hear about their experiences. Mr. Scheer was recently 
honored as a CNN Hero for his advocacy efforts.  

Finally, our group provides shadowing opportunities to medical students.  Students are able to 
shadow in the NICU, nursery, inpatient ward, and outpatient clinic. Some subspecialty 
shadowing experiences are available upon request. Students can easily go online and select a 
time and date that works for them.  This allows anyone interested in pediatrics to explore the 
field in more depth, before we start our clinical rotations. 

Our group is looking forward to additional events this fall, including recruiting students from 
the Class of 2022 and volunteering at the Fisher House.  We are very grateful to Chapter West 
for its sponsorship as we strive to provide the best opportunities for our members! 

 


